A LESSON ON THE LESSONS OF PARABLES
OBJECTIVES (GOALS OF THE ASSIGNMENT):

1. Working collaboratively, each student will discover the lesson Jesus taught in parables by proclaiming the Word, acting it out, and leading a discussion that identifies the symbols and their meanings, the lesson or the message of the parable.
2. Each student will offer an example from his or her own life that relates to the lesson or message of the parable by reflecting and preparing for this presentation.
3. Students will work in cooperative groups to learn their assigned parable, discuss the symbols and the lesson in the parable, create a script for the skit, assign the following roles: a director and characters for the skit, a lector to read the parable as gospel, a discussion leader for the symbols and meanings, a discussion leader for the message, a recorder to record the activities of each group session including typing up the script.
LEARNING ACTIVITIES:
· Students will read the assigned parables in the Gospels of Luke, Matthew, Mark, and John.

· Students will discover the lessons Jesus taught within each parable.

· Using the assigned parable, the group will work to proclaim, act out, and discuss the symbols, meaning, and message/lesson.
· Each student will relate the parable to his or her own life experience.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:
· What is the lesson taught in the parable assigned to your group?

· What symbols emerged from reading the parable? What does each symbol represent?
· What situations in your everyday life warrant a response taught in the parable? How do you plan to use this lesson?
NOTES:
PARABLE GRADING SHEET FOR THE PARABLE _______________________________________________
	NAME:
	points

	PROCLAIMING THE WORD 5 pts. (group)
The parable was read with clarity, reverence, and authority as a lector would in a Liturgy of the Word. The volume is loud, the pace is easy to follow, and  the intonation is appropriate and interesting.
	

	SCRIPT FOR SKIT 10 pts. (group)
Typewritten without errors in mechanics. Format is clean and appropriate. Written with a clear definition of each character’s dialogue and direction. Submitted on time.
	

	SKIT 15 pts. (group) 
5-7 minutes; appropriate use of props, costumes, music, sound effects, and other materials that might enhance production; lesson is very clear in the telling of the story; acting is well-rehearsed and takes the audience into consideration (volume, pacing, direction)
	

	DISCUSSION 15 pts. (group) 
Use of visual aids in the discussion of symbols and their meanings; encouraged class participation. Lesson discussion is clear; questions from class are addressed appropriately.
	

	REFLECTION/RELATING TO LIFE 10 pts. (individual) 
Individual reflection is well thought out; idea is presented using visual aids, music, or other representation.
	

	COLLABORATOR’S GRADE 10 pts (individual)
See rubric for collaborative grade
	

	TOTAL POINTS EARNED (possible 65 pts.)
	


Comments:
From: http://www.discipleship.net/parables.htm
How To Interpret Parables
A parable is an extended simile. A simile compares the point of commonality (similarity, thus, simile) between two unlike things in order to demonstrate and teach that point.

Therefore, "A parable is a brief story that is true to life, comparing the point of commonality between two unlike things, given for the purpose of teaching spiritual truth." 

The details make the story realistic, but they are not spiritual teaching. Although it has been popular to allegorize the details of parables for centuries, Jesus' own example of interpreting a parable (The Parable of the Sower) in Matthew 13 demonstrates that He is making a specific point in the parable. We need to follow His rules of interpretation and not make up our own.

Jesus' only point when He interpreted the parable of the Good Samaritan: He asked who was the good neighbor. He was not teaching about Sacraments, nor anything other than contrasting the poverty of religion with the compassion combined with action of being a good neighbor, thus manifesting Jesus.

How To Study a Parable
Three Steps:

1. First, study the three parts: the setting, the story, and the spiritual message, as given in the Scriptures.
2. Second, observe three principles in finding the central message: 

a. Each parable has one, and only one, central message; 

b. Each parable has a number of details that have a spiritual significance of their own, but all of these details also relate to the one spiritual message; 

c. Each parable has details that have no special spiritual significance; 

3. Third, study the application or applications to our own life and service. 
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