August, 2011
Dear Parents,

The St. Mary School mission statement asserts, “As they develop their unique gifts, students become responsible, competent, and socially-conscious learners.”  The Student Learning Expectations (SLE’s) further define this statement. The Student Learning Portfolio (SLP) is designed to address these basic premises, and provide students with the means to understand how these premises are integrated in their academic studies at St. Mary School.

The Student Learning Portfolio is a self-directed collection of each student’s schoolwork. The work each student chooses to put in his/her portfolio should reflect the mission statement and Student Learning Expectations as outlined in the school handbook. In addition to selecting pieces to add to their portfolio throughout the year, students will reflect on the work they have completed and assess themselves as learners, every grading period. (Timeline is provided.) The culmination of this two-year portfolio process will be a formal interview of each 8th grade student, in which students have an opportunity to discuss and share about their learning.
Recently in class, students performed their first self-assessment and received this Student Learning Portfolio packet. Please sign this letter after reviewing the packet which is also available online (www.stmarygilroy.org/classpages.htm/SLP) and return it to Mrs. Lowney tomorrow. If you have any questions about this process, please feel free to contact Mrs. Stern (gstern@stmargilroy.org) or Mrs. Lowney (clowney@stmarygilroy.org).

Sincerely,

The Junior High Teaching Staff

Marcee Ervin
, Pre-Algebra

Catherine Lowney, Literature/ Writing
Stacy Huddleston, Grammar/7th Grade Religion
Mary Johnson, 7th Grade Math  
Phyllis Kong, 8th Grade Algebra 

Chris Miller, Social Studies/8th Grade Religion
Georgia Stern, Science

Student Learning Portfolio

The Saint Mary School mission statement asserts, “As they develop their unique gifts, students become responsible, competent, and socially-conscious learners.”  The Student Learning Expectations (SLE’s) further define this statement. The Student Learning Portfolio (SLP) is designed to address these basic premises, and provide students with the means to understand how these premises are integrated in their academic studies at St. Mary School.

Objective

· Encourage student accountability

· Promote student self awareness and reflection of learning skills

· Opportunity to construct portfolio reflecting evidence of achievement

· Opportunity to be exposed to a formal interview process

Summary

Students will be required to perform an initial self-assessment and subsequent periodic self-evaluations throughout the school year.  In order for students to recognize their achievement of SLE’s, they will collect, organize and finally, present evidence of this achievement in a formal interview. A binder will be presented at the formal interview, containing their reflections, evidence, answers to questions and their final self- assessment.

Materials and Resource Check List

Required:

· USB flash drive or external hard drive to store files

· 8th grade: binder with dividers

Recommended:

· Digital camera (teacher will make one available in the classroom)

· Scanner (teacher will make one available at school)
Timeline and Organization 

Use this handy chart to organize your time, your binder, and a folder in your USB drive/hard drive. Use the headings in BOLD as folder names and the headings in italics as file names when saving your electronic documents including scans, pictures, or images of evidence. (Timeline for this year is also posted online.)
	
	Due
	Notes

	Self Assessments
	
	

	Initial Assessment
	 
	In class

	1st Progress Reflection
	 
	

	Question 1 & 2 Reflection
	 
	

	2nd Progress Reflection
	 
	

	Question 3 Reflection
	 
	

	Question 4 Reflection
	 
	

	Question 5 Reflection
	
	

	Question 6 Reflection
	
	

	3rd Progress Reflection
	 
	

	Question 7 Reflection
	
	

	Final Assessment
	 
	Question 8 reflection, presentation of portfolio, and interview

	Evidence
	
	

	Interview Question 1
	
	Learning strengths

	Evidence 1
	
	

	Interview Question 2
	
	Learning skills to improve

	Evidence2
	
	

	Interview Question 3
	
	Group collaboration/active learning skills

	Evidence3
	
	

	Interview Question 4
	
	Person of Faith/Responsible Citizen

	Evidence 4
	
	

	Interview Question 5
	
	Participation and time management skills

	Evidence 5
	
	

	Interview Question 6
	
	Service learning/transformation

	Evidence6
	
	

	Interview Question 7
	
	Looking ahead

	Evidence 7
	
	

	Interview Question 8
	
	Program evaluation

	Evidence 8
	
	

	Additional Evidence
	
	

	 
	
	


	
	7th Grade
	8th Grade
	Notes

	School Year

	Introduction of SLP (50 minutes)
	August
	
	In class

	Initial Assessment (50 minutes)
	8/22
	8/19
	In class

	Compare Initial Assessment from 7th Grade to Initial Assessment from 8th Grade (20 minutes)
	
	8/19
Question 1 & 2
	In class

	Set 3 goals for the year based on Initial Assessment (20 minutes)
	Week of 8/22
	Question 1 & 2
Due 8/23
	8th Homeroom

	

	Acquire Binder
	
	Due  10/10 
	Turn in during 8th Literature period

	Look at goals to see if they are attainable; rewrite if necessary 

(20 minutes)
	 Week of 10/10
	Question 3
Due 10/14
	In class

	Reflect on Organizational Skills (20 min)
	Week of 10/10
	
	In class

	Gather evidence: scan, take a picture, save in a flash drive and/or file in SLP folder (10-20 minutes)
	Week of 10/10
	Week of 10/10
	All subjects

	

	Reflect on Test-Taking Skills 
(20 minutes)
	By the end of the 1st trimester
	by the end of the 1st trimester
	All subjects

	Answer SLP Question 4 and save on a flash drive or file in SLP folder 
(30-50 minutes)
	
	 Due 12/2 Wed
	In class

	

	Gather evidence: scan, take a picture, save in a flash drive and/ or file in SLP folder (10-20 minutes)
	Week of 1/9
	Week of 1/9
	All subjects

	Reflect on Active participation and time management (question 5)
(20-30 minutes)
	Week of 1/9
	Question 5

Due 1/13
	In class

	

	Begin writing Mission, Philosophy, Values (50 minutes)
	
	Final copy due IN BINDER by 2/14)
	In class

	

	2nd Trimester reflection

Gather evidence: scan, take a picture, save in a flash drive and/ or file in SLP folder (10-20 minutes)
	Week of 3/2
	Week of 3/2
	All subjects

	Questions 6  & 7 reflections
	
	Due by 4/20
	Throughout year

	

	Reflect on Being a Responsible Citizen and a Person of Faith (30-40 minutes)
	Week of 4/20
	
	In class

	Answer SLP Question 8 save on a flash drive or file in SLP folder
	
	Due by 5/11
	In class

	Unique Me Poster/Display
	
	Due by 5/14
	At home

	Final assessment
	Week of 6/4
	Interview 5/16
	During School


Interview questions

These questions will be asked of the students in the interview. Students must begin to formulate their answers at the start of this process and continue to assess the answer’s viability throughout.

(Student will enter room and shake the hand of the interviewer while introducing themselves. A few icebreaker questions will be asked of the student prior to the interview. Students should answer honestly and with spontaneity.)

1. What is your greatest strength as a learner? Please share work sample/s from your portfolio to support your choice.

2. As a learner, where do you need the most improvement? Please share work sample/s from your portfolio to support your choice.

3. One of the Student Learning Expectations (SLE’S) is to be an active learner. How did you use your active learner skills to effectively collaborate in a group project? Please share work samples from you portfolio to support you choice.

4. Two of the St. Mary School Student Learning Expectations, is to be a person of faith and a responsible citizen. Discuss how you might use these principles as a high school student.

5. Active participation and time management skills are important attributes for effective students and employees. Describe your St. Mary School experience in these two areas.

6. Describe one of your service learning opportunities. What surprised you about this experience? Did this experience lead to a transformation (change in perspective, or call to action) and if so, why? 

7. What do you see yourself doing in 5 years? In 10 years?  (The student learning portfolio should provide evidence these goals are realistic.)

8. What else have you included in your portfolio that you would like to share? How did this Student Learning Portfolio help you with reflecting and evaluating your schoolwork this year?
Students will also create a philosophy, mission and core characteristics statement.
Common features of confident, reflective people:

They are willing to recognize and live with their own “unfinishedness”, knowing that they are subject to weakness and sometimes failures but that the best of them is good, so very good. They know they have limitations but they also know that they can rejoice in the promise of redemption.

Despite their fears, they constantly stretch their inner selves to take risks, to meet challenges. They believe in their giftedness and know that the best way to thank God for it is to continually reach into risk, discovering and developing their hidden potential.

They know how to laugh and enjoy life even in the most difficult of times; they do not take themselves so seriously as to grimace and fret through each day.

They take time for solitude—to think and to pray in order to distance themselves and get a good perspective on their present situation.

They have their values in proper order, recognizing that people are always more important than material things, knowing that it is only the immaterial values such as love that they will carry with them into the eternal life.

They nurture an intimate relationship with their God for they have learned that the more they know this wonderful God, the more they will understand how deeply he cherishes them no matter what happens in their lives.

Finally, they have a vision within themselves that reminds them that their strength and power, their hope and trust, can never be mastered all by themselves. Rather, it is God in whom they find their strength and often this God gives the needed strength through the encouragement and kindness of other human beings.
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